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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF SRI LANKA:  
EMPOWERING THE NATION THROUGH LIFELONG EDUCATION 

 
Every Sri Lankan deserves the chance to go to university as it supports the development of 
an individual’s full potential to reach personal and career aspirations. University exposure 
provides opportunities to develop skills and explore talents thatcan be used at home and 
the work place. Though the importance of a university education is recognised by most in 
Sri Lanka, it is a dream realised by very few. This is particularly true for those who are 
motivated and ready for university late in life as they realise the need and decide to pursue 
a university level education only after working for a few years. 

Such dreams were given wings when The Open University of Sri Lanka (OUSL) was born in 
1980. Today, the OUSL spans Sri Lanka via a network of regional and study centres, 
currently providing higher education to more than 40,000 students.   

The OUSL is the pioneer of ‘Open and Distance Learning’ in higher education in Sri Lanka. It 
breaks down barriers of age and education, creating a university ‘opens’ to all. This 
openness has been operationalized by the adoption of a distance teaching methodology 
that allows the learner to study at a distance in the comfort of his/her home and at his/her 
time and pace. The open distance learning methodology has also opened the door to 
higher education for working students. Today the OUSL is a leader in open distance 
education with over 35 years experience and thousands of success stories of students who 
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have completed their studies while balancing challenging careers and family 
commitments. 

Status and qualifications  

Established by the Universities Act No. 16 of 1978 and OUSL Ordinance No. 1 of 1990 the 
OUSL has the same academic status as any other national university in Sri Lanka. OUSL 
degrees are recognised both nationally and internationally as equal to those offered by any 
other university under the University Grants Commission.  

Areas of study  

At present five faculties offer programmes in the OUSL: Natural Sciences, Engineering 
Technology, Humanities and Social Sciences, Education, and Health Sciences. Each faculty 
offers an array of programmes ranging from short term programmes, certificates and 
diplomas to undergraduate and postgraduate degree programmes.  

Entry criteria 

The OUSL has a programme to suit anyone regardless of his/her present level of education. 
The study programmes are structured in a manner that allows entry and exit at any point 
enabling each person to find a programme to match their needs. Therefore, even those 
with no formal educational qualifications can follow a certificate programme, and then 
progress via a ladder of opportunities to diploma, degree and postgraduate study.  
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Entry requirements for degree programmes 

The basic requirement for those wishing to follow a degree programme is successful 
completion of the G.C.E. (A/L) examination. However, there are a range of other 
qualifications also may be accepted instead. Those who do not possess the basic 
requirements can register for a certificate course at the Open University and use this as an 
entry point for a degree programme.  

Entry requirements M.Phils and Ph.Ds 

Students can register for research degrees throughout the year. Those who wish to pursue 
higher research degrees please contact the relevant department. 
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Joining OUSL 

Keeping pace with developing technology, the OUSL provides all information regarding 
programmes of study on its website at www.ou.ac.lk. The university has adopted an online 
application process, which includes payment of application fees via credit cards and easy 
cash. This enables students to apply for a course regardless of where they are at the time of 
calling for applications.  

Once a student is selected registration takes place at the centrally located registration 
block at the centre chosen by the applicant. Course material is provided at the time of 
registration from book distribution centres.  

New students are issued with a student record book, registration number, and student 
number. They are also provided with a ‘My OUSL’ account. Information relevant to the 
student during his/her study period is available via this account, keeping the student 
updated. The account provides information on personal details, payments, examination 
results, notices etc. 
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Study material 

The main teaching resource in the OUSL is ‘course material’ known as the ‘tutor in print’. 
This is printed material thatcontains the basic content required for the study programme. 
This material is supplemented by face to face sessions known as ‘day schools’ where 
students can clarify problems encountered when reading the course material.  

Another important component of teaching in the university is web-based learning. While 
some courses are offered fully online, most others contain supplementary online material 
that must be read together with printed course material. The online material can be 
accessed by the student from his/her own home. Those who do not possess internet 
facilities can access the material by visiting national online distance education service 
access centres (NAC Centres) located at regional and study centres of the Open University.  

Audio and visual aids, tutor clinics, laboratory and field work, and industry based visits are 
also part of teaching at the OUSL. 

Library facilities 

The OUSL has a network of libraries spread across the regional and study centres island-
wide. The main library is located in the main campus in Nawala. The library contains an 
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extensive selection of over 150,000 books. It provides lending, referencing, AVRC (Audio 
Visual Resource Centre), VRC (Virtual Resource Centre) and photocopying services. 
Online facilities including access to past examination papers and a range of e-journals and 
e-databases are also available to OUSL students.  

  

Place of study 

The main campus and the Nawala Regional Centre are located in Colombo. However, the 
OUSL also has a network of regional and study centres spanning the country enabling 
students to successfully follow study programmes throughout the island. The OUSL has 
eight regional centres located in Colombo, Kandy, Matara, Jaffna, Batticaloa, 
Anuradhapura, Badulla and Kurunegala as well as eighteen active study centres across Sri 
Lanka. This makes the OUSL an ideal place of study for those working and living even in 
remote parts of Sri Lanka. 
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Accommodation at OUSL  

In keeping with the open distance teaching methodology, the requirement for a student to 
be physically present at his/her centre of study is minimal. This may be for day schools, 
examinations, library reference or laboratory work.  

The university has temporary residence facilities (TRF) in the Colombo, Kandy and Matara 
regional centres, which provide students with short term accommodation for such course  

related activities. They consist of dormitories and a common study area. A moderate fee is 
charged for the use of this facility. The main campus has a facility thatcan accommodate 
around 400 students.   

Facilities for study  

Constantly upgraded class rooms with modern teaching aids and well-equipped 
laboratories for science and engineering students enhance the learning experience at the 
OUSL. Qualified academics from The OUSL and other universities, as well as industrial  
experts provide guidance at these teaching sessions. 

Group activities are also an important aspect of OUSL learning. Study areas that encourage 
group study and facilitate group work have been built into the environment in all centres 
while the main library has a discussion room especially dedicated for this purpose.  
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Continuing studies while away from the centre in keeping with the objective of enabling 
education at a distance, the university provides students with the unique opportunity of 
sitting examinations in any part of the world. A student who is compelled to travel abroad 
can request that provision be made to sit the examination abroad subject to the payment of 
an additional fee. Most programmes also permit a person registered for study in one centre 
to participate in activities of the programme in any of the centres where the programme is 
offered.  

Support services  

The OUSL provides a range of services which ensure that all student requirements can be 
met within the university premises. Stationery can be purchased at the World University 
Service (WUS) Bookshop at the Colombo Regional Centre. Photocopy services are 
available in the library, Colombo Regional Centre Building and WUS Bookshop, while 
facilities for obtaining computer printouts and binding of books are also available. 
University publications can be purchased at the sales centre located in the Colombo 
Regional Centre.  

Centrally located student cafeterias provide food at subsidised rates. A Highland outlet 
operates adjacent to the examination halls in the Colombo Regional Centre where dairy 
products can be purchased at discounted rates.   
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Medical centre and counselling services  

The main campus also has a medical centre where qualified nurses and a general 
practitioner are available for emergency treatment. The centre is open during all 
weekdays. Students can also access the counselling facility located at the medical centre.  

Advisory services 

The OUSL Career Guidance Unit conducts activities to help students improve career 
development skills. Every faculty in the OUSL has student counsellors. Any student who 
encounters difficulties thatimpact their studies can approach these student counsellors for 
guidance.  

Disability  

Disability is not a barrier for study at the OUSL. Over the years many students challenged 
by various physical and learning disabilities have successfully completed study 
programmes in the university. Special needs arising from disability are speedily met if 
brought to the notice of the relevant faculty or department in a timely manner. All efforts 
are taken to ensure that every student enjoys an equal opportunity to successfully complete 
his/her studies.  
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Financial assistance  

Many students are employed and therefore are able to pay the very affordable tuition fees 
that are payable annually in two instalments. Students who nevertheless require financial 
assistance towards tuition fees, can obtain partial assistance through Mahapola 
Scholarships that are awarded by the Mahapola Education Scholarship Trust Fund and 
university bursaries. The university bursary entitles the recipient to 50 per cent of the 
tuition fee for the year it is awarded and it is granted on the basis of merit as well as need. 
Mahapola scholarships also cover part of the tuition fee. They are annual awards thatare 
based on merit and need and are awarded to unemployed students below 30 years of age. 

Student unions  

Students are key stakeholders of the university. Therefore, the OUSL ensures that they play 
an active role in decision making regarding study programmes. The university by-laws 
provide for the annual election of members from among the student body to a student 
union. This union is empowered to represent student interests in various fora including 
faculty boards.  
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Student life 

Each faculty has different societies and associations that organise religious, social, cultural 
and educational activities throughout the year. Societies such as ZooNet, BotSoc, Buckyball 
and Spectrum actively engage in such activities. Student life on campus is also enlivened 
by sports activities including cricket, volleyball, chess and carom. The university organises 
a sports week annually to encourage students across faculties and centres to engage in 
healthy competition.    

Fulfilling the OUSL mission 

A dedicated team of academic and non-academic staff under the leadership of the Vice- 
Chancellor are firmly committed to the mission of the OUSL "to enhance access to high 
quality, affordable and relevant education through Open and Distance Education and 
ensure lifelong learning opportunities to face challenges in a knowledge society". 
Thousands of OUSL graduates across the world bear testimony to the success of this effort. 
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IMPORTANT FACTS 

The tuition fee indicated in this booklet is only the cost incurred for the programme. This 
excludes the registration fee, library fees, facility fee, other services fee and fees for 
mandatory courses from StART@OUSL.   

Therefore, it is not the TOTAL COURSE FEE OF THE PROGRAMME. 

The tuition fee may also vary according to the number of credits that are taken each 
year. The tuition fee is subjected to fee increments each year and all other fees are 
subjected to review at the discretion of the university without prior notice. Further 
according to the Sri Lanka Qualification Framework, the credits are subject to changes and 
therefore changes in tuition fees are to be expected for programmes that are registered in 
2018-2019 onwards. At the time of applying please recheck the fee. The rates for foreign 
graduates will vary, kindly contact us or the International Relations Unit for clarifications.   

Other fees 

 Registration 
fees (Rs.) 

Library 
fees (Rs.) 

Facility  
fees (Rs.) 

StART@OUSL 
(Rs.) 

 
Undergraduate 

 
400.00 

 
100.00 

 
1500.00 

 
Full package      7500.00 

Postgraduate  1000.00 200.00 1500.00 English only       4800.00 
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How to use this booklet 

The booklet is arranged by the application calling month for easy reference.  

It is colour coded in the respective colours of the five faculties 

 Faculty of Education 

                            Faculty of Engineering Technology  

 Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences  

 Faculty of Health Sciences  

                           Faculty of Natural Sciences 
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